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ROLE OF WOMEN CBOS IN BUILDING
DROUGHT RESILIENCE IN THE
COMMUNITY: A CASE STUDY OF

MANPUR VILLAGE

(WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO BABINA
BLOCK OF JHANSI DISTRICT)

Shivani Agarwal*, Dr. Rupesh Kumar Singh**
Abstract

The author in this study has made an attempt to ascertain
the role of Women Community Based Organizations (CBOs) in
Drought Risk Reduction in the community. A Panchayat specific
study was carried out in Manpur gram panchayat of Babina Block
of Jhansi district in Uttar Pradesh part of Bundelkhand region
which has been witnessing drought for more than two decades.
Based on the data collected through focussed group discussions
and key informant interviews, the study highlighted the formation
of these CBOs and their role in information dissemination,
comprehensive understanding of the risk and risk assessment,
resource mobilization, support in communication with Govt. and
assigning roles and responsibilities during crises and their role as
"Change Agent" in making the Community drought resilient. It
also provides some suggestions as to how CBOs can be better
leveraged to build more resilient communities.

Keywords : CBOs, Drought Resilience & Resilient Communities.
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Introduction

Disasters, whether natural or man-made affects the normal
functioning of the community. And the situation becomes more
aggravated when the loss is not addressed at right time. The United
Nations (UN) defines disaster as "a serious disruption of the
functioning of society, causing widespread human, material or
environmental losses which exceed the ability of affected society
to cope using only its own resources" (UN 1992, 27).

India is prone to various kinds of disasters due to its varied
topography. The diverse feature and the climatic conditions make
its various states prone to multiple disasters. Thus, making the
particular region more vulnerable.

The Bundelkhand region of India which is formed by 13
districts (6 districts of Uttar Pradesh state and 7 district of Madhya
Pradesh state) is one recently emerged hotspot of drought.
However, few villages of the region are also prone to flood. Floods
impacts are visible and often addressed in time due to its
distinguishing features, however the drought in the community is
often addressed late as it's really difficult to distinguish drought
for it has more long term affects. Also, the government indicator
of drought that is scanty rainfall further puts limitation to the
redressal of drought impacts. Since, the Bundelkhand soil is such
that the percolation of water is very hard, which resists the fertility
and the natural water absorption capacity of the region. This, in
turn makes the area itself different to other areas when marked on
the same drought parameters. Thus, the idea of "Community as
the First Responder" very much fits in the drought impacts.

There are many Action Plans that have been charted out
after repetitive deliberations and conferences at National &
International level pertaining to Disaster Risk Reduction. Non-
Governmental organizations and Community Based Organizations
have been the parallel actors with government in filling the gap
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between the action plan and its implementation. Thus, NGOs have
been the major role player in reaching the government's plan to
the ground. And the CBOs which are majorly the catalyst speedups
the NGOs implementation.

This paper focuses on how community-based organizations
of Manpur village evolved and respond in the recurring drought
that community faces. The specific objective of this paper is to
understand the role of women CBOs in developing the resilience
amongst community against drought. Further attempt is made to
suggest ways for appropriate interventions to leverage the CBOs
and how government and policy makers can effectively use these
resources to address the issue of drought timely and thus reduce
the community vulnerabilities.

This paper is organized in different sections. Sections 2 deals
with the methodology followed by drought profile of Manpur village
in detail and highlights profile of Jhansi district based on secondary
literature in section 3. In section 4, the reviews related to CBOs
role have been discussed and in Section 5 the main observations
made in the village such as the evolution of CBOs in Manpur
Village and their role as a Change Agent have been discussed. The
last section concludes how the CBOs could be leveraged as the
First Responder and gaps can be fulfilled.

Methdology

This paper is built on a case study conducted in Manpur
gram panchayat in Babina block of Jhansi district. The
methodologies engaged in this study are key informant interviews
and focus group discussions with Women, transect walk and
observations. Besides collection of primary information, secondary
sources were also referred to get insights and substantiate the
arguments. The Role of NGO Parmarth that works in this village
is focused and the case studies, the progress reports and interview
with the director of Parmarth done is discussed in detail in this

paper.
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Profile of the Atea

Jhansi district is a historic city in the Indian state of Uttar
Pradesh. It is a part of the Bundelkhand Region. Its latitude and
longitude extends from 25.4484'N to 78.5685' E. Total area of
the district is 5024.0 Sq. Km. The percentage share of urban
population in the district is 41.7 percent. It ranks 40th in terms of
sex ratio (890) which is lower than the state average (912) female
per thousand males. Jhansi district ranks 10th with 75% literacy
rate but the female literacy rate that is 63.5%. The average size of
households in the district is 5.4 persons.

Village Manpur is located in the Manpur Gram panchayats
of Babina block of Jhansi district. This village is only 50 metres
from the main road. It has total 446 HHs and the village is spread
in 584.83 hectares. Manpur as per census 2011 has total population
of 2,121 of which 1,099 are males and 1,022 are females

On the basis of the information collected from the key
stakeholder- Pradhan Janaki Das Rajput the village is very much
prone to drought. There were 3 droughts in last 2 decades, to
mention the year the informant remembered it was 1980, 1981,
2003, 2016,. As a result of consecutive droughts in 2016 many
street cows and buffaloes were visible. He said the villagers perceive
drought as the natural phenomenon and the result of manmade
activity. When there is water scarcity and crops fail they realize
that it is drought. They are majorly affected in the form of water
scarcity for agriculture and HH work, and migration or no crop
production. Women's have to travel at-least 1 km to collect fuel
& f odder. There are 60 BPL card holders in the village.

There is only 1 NGO Parmarth Samaj Sevi Sanstha headed
by Mr. Sanjay Singh working in this village under which there are 3
SHGs of which community women are part of. There is 1
cooperative in Babina rural in which 70 people from the village
are its members. Urea, DAP and wheat seeds are available through
these cooperatives.

Socio-Economic Perspectives, ISSN : 2321-5607 (October - Decenber, 2017 ) (4)



There are many water harvesting initiatives taken in the
village under the umbrella of pani panchayats formed under the
guidance of well know NGO that is Parmarth Samaj Sevi Sansthan,
Jhansi. Many good stories of water harvesting from this village
have gained popularity on the international platform and women
like Geeta ji lead the panchayat in this village who is also the
inspiration for nearby villages.

Importance of CBOs in DRR & Drought: A Review

CBOs are part of the civil society organizations that has a
full range of formal and informal organizations. CBOs are mostly
non-profit groups developed in the community to carry out
voluntary activities for the development of the community and to
improve the life for its residents. Frank and Smith (1990), said
community based corporations [organizations] are locally based
organizations whose explicit goal is to serve within communities
that receive inadequate attention from government agencies and
the private sector. CBOs often come into existence in local
communities to provide public goods and resolve collective action
problems where formal institutions fail or become inadequate
(Putnam 2000, Coleman 1988, Ostrom 1990). The members of
CBOs are related to each other in a variety of ways like caste,
profession, business, similar interests or purposes etc. Silverman
defined that community based organizations grow at a local level
within a community. These organizations remain close to the
persons they serve. According to Buxton and Prewitt (2003), a
community based organization is comprised of a group of people
with common interest living in a specific locality (contrary to an
NGO that operates in a wider network). In the recent years, there
is a renewed policy interest in community-based development
initiatives (Mansuri and Rao,2004). They primarily provide social
services to the communities on a voluntary basis. Hence, CBOs
are largely dependent on voluntary contributions of labour, material
and financial support from the community members they serve
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and various donor agencies (Silverman, 2004). This interest is on
the basic premises that community involvement in planning and
implementation process ensures due consideration on available
local resources, assured community support and ownership of the
developmental activities by local community. It ultimately
culminates in more effective and equitable development.In
practice, such developmental initiatives are often channeled
through Community Based Organizations (CBOs). Therefore,
CBOs are gaining importance in the developing and
underdeveloped countries where the government is unable to

provide much needed social services, especially in rural areas
(Edwardsth and Hulme 1995, Fafchamps 2000).

The below atre the reviews that shows the role that women
has played in reducing the impacts of disaster and how the NGOs
intervention have strengthened their response and resilience
actions.

Rao (1995) Ali found that the rural women during Bengal
famine who were most vulnerable to food crisis particularly in Bihar
and Bengal changed their role to primary decision makers and food
procurers. They would doubtless be driven from wage labour to
destitution, perhaps to migration to urban areas.

Gokhale (2008) Inculcating skills had been the most opted
strategy by the NGOs to include women. Like number of NGOs
in Maharashtra and Gujarat states of India who encouraged local
women to participate in relief and recovery operations after
earthquake occurrence. They made various groups to build the
skills and capacities required to train the members for post disaster
recovery to long-term development. His study concluded that
women do possess capacities and can be a change agent. It further
says that women had been the intermediaries and played the
significant role in monitoring and management process in 1993
Latur earthquake and 2001 Bhuj earthquake.
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P. Sainath (2016) The farmers in Nuapada, Orissa learned
through NGOs Banabashi Sangha and Jagrut Shramik Sanghatan
in 1990s the alternate income strategies. They practiced cultivation
of Babul tree along the ridges of the field after massive
deforestation in their area. This tree is a miracle tree for Kalahandi.

It adds Rs. 5,000 to their annual income when practicing planned
felling,

Chandran (2016) The women in Marathwada, Maharashtra
up to a large extent have mitigated the drought impact at family
level and have reduced their vulnerability as women and portrayed
themselves as the change agent.

Thus, present study was conducted to look into the drought
specific management capacities of women CBOs in Manpur village.

Role of Women CBOs in Manpur Village

1. Formation & Strengthening of CBOs: The CBOs which

look into the water related challenges in Manpur village
have been termed as "Pani Panchayat" and the women have
been named as "Jal Sahelis". These CBOs came into
existence as the result of an NGO, Parmarth Samaj Seva
Sansthan's intervention in the village.
These CBOs are almost 3 years old and involve only the
community women of Manpur. Geetaji the wife of Gram
Pradhan leads the CBO. There are total 3 CBOs in the
village formed in different hamlets of the village. Initially
the CBOs were led by Parmarths' facilitators and they also
gave the handholding support to the CBOs to strengthen
them. But as of now, these Pani Panchayats are self
sustainable and the womens are vocal and empowered.

2. Objective and Working of Pani Panchayats:- These
panchayats mainly have two objectives. First is to take
water harvesting initiatives in the village mobilizing the
resources and the second is to develop liasioning with the
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government and have access to govt. programs especially
those by the Ministry of Water Resources and the initiatives
under MGNREGA.

3. Role of Pani Panchayats in developing Resilience
against drought:- Jal Sahelis in Manpur village of
Bundelkhand under the direction of Parmarth organization
has ensured water availability in the village and efficient
utilization of water. In few villages the farmers have been
able to give crop harvest of up to Rs.30lakh where the
Parmarth intervened. It was possible due to drought friendly
strategy like - using drought resistant varieties, ponds
rejuvenation and other water harvesting methods, using
water friendly cropping techniques.

These Jal Sahelis under the guidance of Parmarth took the
initiative in formulating different water protection related
plans and negotiating with government, taking training and
motivating other women's to do same. Women folks have
learnt to repair the hand pumps, and doing other small
things. These Jal Sahelis even had an opportunity for
exposure trip to Rajsathan where they learned the different
water harvesting techniques, fencing etc. These womens
are celebrated as the role models in taking water protection
initiatives in several other villages of Jhansi. Panchayat
leader like Geeta ji whose empowerment is the result of
Parmarths intervention has represented the Pani
Panchayats at International platforms too.

As a result of Parmarth intervention and Panchayat
leadership various Integrated Water Management Program,
Gram Panchayat water protection program, etc have been
implemented which resulted in the increased crop harvest
and the upraised water level of wells and ponds. Parmarth
has brought to the community various models such as Jal
Saheli, water budgeting, As a result of knowledge transfer
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the people have changed their crop calendar and also
switched to drought resistant crops varieties.

These Pani Samiti have become the effective role player in
mobilizing the villagers and training them in the
development of village water protection plan and
rejuvenating the ponds. Manpur village has become the role
model for the other nearby villagers as a result the adjacent
villagers have also started rejuvenating their ponds.

4. Impact of Drought Resilient Actions on life of
community women: "Scientists are of the view that to
save this region from the impact of drought the rejuvenation
of ponds is utmost important". Parmarth has focused on
the mutual effort model where the villagers mobilized the
physical capital (community labor) and Parmarth supported
financially.

A result of this motivation and effort one big Pond have
been renovated which acts as the survival for the community and
give a sigh of relief to the other street animals and also for the
community livestock's who got access to water and could escape
them from scorching heat of summers. Apart from this pond,
various other private and shared wells have been also repaired and
the government water line has also reached the village. This
government water line which provides the sufficient water during
winters and the pond acts as saviour during summers has also saved
the water fetching time invested by women and reduced their
travelling distance. Thus, women can now invest this time in some
productive work and also are escaped from the violence and other
crimes.

Conclusion: Filling the gaps and leveraging the CBOs for
being the First Responders

CBOs are an integral part of daily life of local communities.
As evident through the secondary review the CBOs due to their
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proximity to the community have played the role of first responders
to disasters. Their mobility and the access to various physical, social
and economic resources has helped them in being accepted by the
communities and preparing and implementing situation specific
plans. The trust of the local communities on CBOs enabled them
to mobilize resources from the local communities with ease. Being
part of the community, CBOs were able to carry out hassle free
deliveries of the relief materials. There training through NGOs
further enhanced their capability and helped them deliver better.

Also, the CBOs in Manpur village have been an effective
role player in reducing the drought impact in the village. Their
traditional knowledge and technical support from Parmarth NGO
has multiplied their voluntary services to the community and they
emerged as the role model for the adjacent villages and have created
success stories at the International platform.

However, there are many gaps visible in effectively utilizing
these knowledgeable and skilled resources of the community. As
analyzed from the FGDs done with the women it was found that
these CBOs do not play any role in assessing the drought situation
or providing any comments on the village situation. Also, the
government initiatives in the village do not use these resources in
planning or implementing water related programs.

It was also seen that Social inclusion is still a hindering factor
in the development efforts of the government. Violence amongst
the lower caste and the dominating groups exist in the community.
The SCs/STs still are the last ones to enjoy the water related
developments in the village due to casteism and class dominancy
persisting in the community.

The village leaders in the community require sensitization
and willingness to support the women folks in their water related
actions. And the government should recognize these CBOs and
include them in their village planning and program implementation.
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This would result in the need specific deliveries and timely
implementation thus reducing the drought impacts in the village.
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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE
EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT OF
INTERMEDIATE STUDENTS IN
DIFFERENT LOCALE AND STREAM OF
EDUCATION

Dr. Sunil Kumar Trivedi*, Anuradha Sharma¥**
Abstract

In the present study the researcher has discussed about
Educational Achievement in Classroom studies. Discussion and
results are about how Educational Achievement is shaped well in
a controlled Classroom Environment. The results of the study
focus that the female students in comparison to their male
counterparts are better in their achievement and are sincere in
maintaining a nourishing and healthy classroom environment for
stable and better Educational Achievement.

Introduction

Education as a process largely depends on its proper
execution by any of the institution providing it or either visualizing
it by the students and doing self-study. In either of the ways
discipline is inevitably significant. Discipline on the part of teacher
or learner contributes towards Classroom Environment as well as
Educational Achievement. Jones in this respect has rightly said
that "The maintenance of an orderly system that creates the
conditions in which learning takes place and that allows aims and
objectives of the school to be achieved can be considered as
disciplined condition for the school. "Smith and Rivera (1993)
discussed that discipline does not have to result in a repressive
climate where learners behave because they are afraid not to follow

*  Assistant Professor, Institute of Education, Bundelkband University, [hansi.
*% Researcher, Institute of Education, Bundelfhand University, [hansi.
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conduct code. More than that the primary purpose of the Education
system is to teach the learner social and academic discipline.
Discipline is paramount for every achievement and it is essential
for every learner as well as also equally important for peace and
harmony of any learning environment. It has been proved that the
discipline element is important for better classroom achievement
of the learners. Student self- discipline and class engagement play
important role in learning and educational achievement inside the
classroom. Students who are highly self-discipline may be able to
focus better on long or even short-term goals and make better
choices related to the education engagements.

Keywords: Achievement and Classroom Discipline or Classroom Environment.
Statement of the problem

Comparative study of Educational Achievement of the
students at intermediate level.

Operational definition of the termsused in the problem
Education achievement

The variable of the study that is Educational Achievement
has been measured by making the student solve the questions on
the test named as General classtoom achievement test. This
questionnaire consisted of the different sets of questions based
on the subject of 12th standard.

Obijectives of the study

1. To study comparatively the Educational Achievement of
the male and female students from the urban area and
science stream at Intermediate level.

2. To study comparatively the Educational Achievement of
the male and female students from the urban area and arts
stream at Intermediate level.

3. To study comparatively the Educational Achievement of
the male and female students from the rural area and science
stream at Intermediate level.
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4. To study comparatively the Educational Achievement of
the male and female students from the rural area in Arts
stream at Intermediate level.

Hypotheses of the study

1. There is no significant difference in the Educational
Achievement of male and female students from the urban
area and Science stream at Intermediate level.

2. There is no significant difference in the Educational
Achievement of male and female students from the urban
area Arts system at Intermediate level.

3. There is no significant difference in the Educational
Achievement of male and female students from the rural
area in Science stream at Intermediate level.

4. There is no significant difference in the Educational
Achievement of male and female students from the rural
area in Arts stream at Intermediate level.

Methodology used in the study

The researcher found that survey method was more suitable
for this study so the present study was carried by applying the
survey method and the method of research applied was descriptive
in nature.

Tools used in the study

In the present study the researcher has designed a self -made
questionnaire which is based on the variable educational
achievement of the students. The test simply consists of the items
which are related to the subject of the Intermediate level students
and Items are marked as zero or one. That is simply correct answer
Of wrong answer.

Statistical techniques used in this study the most
appropriate techniques used in this study were: Mean,
Standard deviation and t-test.
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Results and discussion

The results and discussions are according to the objectives
and hypothesis of the study mentioned in this research paper:

1. To study comparatively the Educational Achievement
in the male and female students from the urban area
in science stream at Intermediate level:

The aim of this particular objective was to find achievements
of male and female students from urban area in science stream at
Intermediate level as derived from the data placed in the table 1
below: Itis crystal clear that the mean scores of the female students
from the urban area science stream are higher than the mean scores
of male students from the urban area and science stream. Thus,
after observing the table researcher on the basis of the data and
reasonable justifications has concluded to reject the hypothesis
that there is no significant difference in the educational achievement
of the male and female students from the urban area and science
stream at intermediate level is in the favour female students from
urban area and science stream as they not only have a better
understanding of the subject matter but also the level of motivation
required to achieve high scores over the male students of urban
area and science stream. Moreover, the calculated value of the t-
ratio is 7.679 which is greater than the table value at the significant
level of 0.05 that is 2.01 and 0.01 that is 2.68 which creates strong
ground to reject the aforesaid hypothesis.

Table -1
Group Locale Stream Mean S.D. =d D T Level of
Significance
Male Urban  Science  231.8 11.05 | 2943 | 22.6 7.679 | 0.05 2.01
Female 2092 9.282 0.01 2.68

2. To compare the Educational Achievement of male and
female students from urban areas in art stream.

Achievement is also attributed to learning conditions in a
classroom environment if it is only about the educational
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achievement the data in the table 2 below gives the mean scores
of female students from urban area and clarifies that these scores
are higher than the male students from the same area and stream.
Therefore, it is firmed up that the learning influences the
educational achievement of a student. Here, the calculated value
of t ratio is 5.440 which is greater than the table value at the
significant level of 0.05 that is 2.01 and 0.01 that is 2.68. Hence,
the hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the
educational achievement of the male and female students from
the urban area in Arts stream at intermediate level is rejected
justifiably.

Table - 2
Group @ Locale Stream Mean S.D. Za D T Level of
Significance
Male Urban  Arts 178.2 | 10.027 | 2.647 | 14.4 | 5.440 0.05 2.01
Female 163.8 | 8.231 0.01 2.68

3. On calculating the different statistical values it is found
that the average performance of the female students
is better than the male students of the rural area. The
mean scores of female students of rural area in the Science
stream are equal to M=200 is which higher than the mean
scores of male students M=to 180.42 in the similar area as
shown in the table below. The reason for this that the level
of concentration of the female students in the classroom
study has more logical weight than that of the male students
from rural area and in the Science stream. Since the
calculated value of t ratio 6.317 which is higher than the
table value at the significant level of 0.01 that is 2.68 and
0.05 and 2.01. Therefore, the hypothesis that there is a
significant difference in the Educational Achievement of
the male and female students from the rural area in science
stream at intermediate level stands rejected.
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Table - 3

Group | Locale | Stream | Mean | S.D. a D T Level of
Significance

Male Rural Science | 200 7.615 [ 2500 | 15.8 | 6.317 | 0.05 2.01

Female 1842 | 9.6 0.01 2.68

4. To study comparatively the Educational Achievement
of male and female students from the rural area in Arts
stream at Intermediate level.

The achievement of female students during classroom studies
is attributed to their super level of understanding behaviour attitude
and the will to learn coupled with the kind of extra efforts to grasp
the subject matter well in comparison to the male students from
rural area in Arts stream at intermediate level. Data based on reason
for the rejection of hypothesis support that the calculated value
of t ratio is 7.709 which is greater than the table value at the
significant level of 0.05 that is 2.01 and 0.01 that is 2.68.
Therefore, the hypothesis that there is no significant difference in
the Educational Achievement of the male and female students
from the rural area in Arts stream at intermediate level is
substantially rejected.

Table - 4

Group | Locale | Stream | Mean | S.D. | X4 D T Level of
Significance

Male Rural Arts 161 8.602 | 2.672 | 20.6 | 7.709 | 0.05 2.01

Female 1404 | 9.871 0.01 2.68

Conclusion:

The conclusion is according to the objectives of the study:

1. To study comparatively the educational achievement
of the male and female students from the urban area
in science stream at Intermediate level:

The findings in relation to this objective reveals that
significant difference is found in the educational
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achievement of male and female students from urban area
and science stream. The female students perform superior
in the general classroom achievement test as compared to
the male students. Significant difference was observed in
the mean scores obtained by the female students that is
M= 231.8 and for the male students M=209.2 from urban
area in science stream at intermediate level at 0.05 and
0.01 level of significance. Therefore, the null hypothesis
that there is no significant difference in the education
achievement of the male students from the urban area in
science stream at intermediate level stands rejected. Thus,
it can be inferred that female students performed higher in
the field of achievement in comparison to the male students
from the urban area in the science stream at intermediate
level.

2. Studying comparatively the educational achievement
of the male students from the urban area and Arts
stream at intermediate level the findings relation to this
objective are that females' students were made to solve the
same standard of General classroom achievement test.
Females from urban area and scheme scored higher in
comparison to the male students from the urban area in
Arts stream. Significant differences were observed in the
mean of scores of male students that is 163.8 and female
students that is 178.2 at 0.05 and 0.01 levels of significance.
Therefore. the null hypothesis that there is no significant
difference in the educational achievement of the male and
female students from the urban area in arts stream at
intermediate level is rejected. The from the present study
it can be inferred that the education achievement of female
students is better than the male students from urban area
in Arts stream at intermediate level.
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3. To study comparatively the educational achievement
of the male and female students from the rural area in
science stream at intermediate level.

The findings in relation to this objective are general
classroom achievement test was administered on the male and
female students to measure their educational achievement. A
significant difference is observed in the mean of the scores of
educational achievement test of male where M= 184.2 and female
M=200 in case of rural area in science stream at intermediate
level at 0.01 and 0.05. Significantly the female students from rural
area in science stream performed better than the male students
from rural area in science stream. Therefore, the null hypothesis
that there is no significant difference in the educational achievement
of the male and female students from the rural area in science
stream at intermediate level is rejected. Thus, it can be inferred
from the present study that the female students from rural area in
science stream have better educational achievement in comparison
to male students from rural area in science stream.

4. To study comparatively the educational achievement
of the male and female students from the rural area in
Arts stream at Intermediate level.

The findings in relation to the objective are for measuring
the education achievement of student's general classroom
achievement test was administered and it is found that there is a
considerable difference in the mean of scores of education
achievement test of female students M = 161 and male students
M=140.4 at 0.05 and 0.01 level of significance. Female students
from rural area in Arts stream perform better than the male students
from rural area in Arts stream. Therefore, the hypothesis that "there
is no significant difference in the educational achievement of the
male and female students from the rural area in Arts stream at
intermediate level is rejected." Thus, it can be understood from
the present study that the educational achievement of female
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students from rural area in Arts stream is better than the male
students of rural area in the same stream.

Educational implications of the present study

The present research carries immense implications in the
field of education such as for the policy makers, educators, teachers
as well as a student themselves. Discipline in any field or sphere
of life plays a key role to achieve any task. Similarly discipline of
the students in the class as well as discipline on the part of the
teacher plays a significant role in maintaining the optimal classroom
envitonment. Favourable environment inside the classroom will
result in better education achievement fot the students.
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THE POETRY OF THE POST-
INDEPENDENCE ERA

Dr. Faraz Alam*

The poetry of the post- independence era is replete with the
experimental stuff and totally new essence. Poetry of this era frees
itself from personal emotions and romantic leanings. Poets now
came forward with their own thinking about life and their own
revolutionary expressions they allowed a room for symbolism,
imagination and mysticism, the entire Indian English literature
reaped benefits from the changes having taken place in India after
independence. In this era, "poetry, shedding its anemic romantic
uncertainties became at its best, vigorous and truly modern."1
Instead of imitating the romantic tradition, poets of this era
highlighted the contemporary society and conditions around them.
More changes took place in western literature with the appearance
of William Butler Yeats, Thomas Stearns Eliot, Ezra Pound and
others on the literary horizon. A sort of 'new' poetry now came
into being. 'New' in the sense of their content, their way of thinking
and their mode of presentation.

Ezekiel (1924-2004) is a well- known poet who is recognized
for his modernistic approach. He is usually considered as one of
the most notable post-independent Indian English writers of verse;
he belonged to a Jewish family which migrated to India long ago.
He was an extraordinary student from the very beginning and had
a keen interest in literature. He also studied philosophy and
psychology under the guidance of Prof. C.E.M. Joad. After
completing his M.A., he went to London for higher studies, and
there in 1952, his first volume of poetry entitle A time to Change
was published. Cohesiveness of this volume is quite noticeable.

*  Guest Faculty, Department of English, Bundelkhand University, [bansi (UP).
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In one of the poems of this volume, Ezekiel shows his belief in
the excitement of the city of Bombay. Many of his poems reflect
his awareness of not being related to India by his present profession.
At one place, he says: "I am not a Hindu and my background makes
me a natural outsider; circumstances and decisions relate me to
India. In another country I am a foreigner. In India I am an Indian."2
His poetry is full of contemporary social relevance, and the most
striking feature of his poetry is its human concern.

From the very beginning of his life, Nissim Ezekiel lived in
a cosmopolitan city, namely Bombay, which is highly westernized.
And that's why he remains alienated from the Indian ethos. The
theme of alienation is central and dominating in Ezekiel's entire
poetic universe. His efforts are directed towards disturbing "the
silence as little as possible, to keep himself concealed, to let things
happen and be recorded.3 Ezekiel has published six books of verse
till date, and the mere bulk is enough to establish him as considerable
poet. He attaches a lofty ideal - that of discipline- to his craft. His
volumes of poetry are: A Time to Change (1952), Sixty Poems
(1957), The Unfinished Man (1960) ,The Exact Name (1950),
Hymns in Darkness (1976), and Latter- Day Psalms (1982).

In The Exact Name, Ezekiel has tried to give something
new and innovative in the form of an attempt to provide symbolic
equivalent for emotional thoughts. Hymns in Darkness contains
his most chiseled poems and reveals "increasing concern with the
nature of religious experience."4 women in his poems are
representatives of animalism and sexuality. This image appears
repeatedly in his verse:

Her false love became infused

With truest love
Only in making love.5

Nissim Ezekiel has written a few poems which reveal his
flair for the comic. Besides comical and ironical tone of his poetry,
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there is also the habit of philosophizing life. But at one point he
realizes that the philosophic truth has no use in real life:
Your truth

Is too momentous for man

And not always useful.6

Nissim Ezekiel is painstaking craftsman who gives utmost
attention to the right use of words and metaphors. This quality is
hinted at in one of his poems, "Mornings Prayer", in The

Unfinished Man:

b

Whatever the enigma,
The passion of the blood,
Grant me the metaphor

To make it human good. (p.122).

Ezekiel is of the opinion that the warmth of human emotions
is necessary, but it is not enough for the creation of good poetry;
more than this what a poet needs is the talent to perceive and
create new resemblances and new images. A critic, Chetan Karnani,
Praises Ezekiel's third volume of poetry thus: "The Unfinished
Man ... is an inspired work, prolific in its proper fruits. Ezekiel

here showed a mastery of song which he has never to match again.

Among his several good poems, there is a poem entitled
"Night of the Scorpion ", which can be considered as the best
one. This poem is endowed with an Idea-creating force, and exhibits
something more than just positivism. Apart from its intended literal
meaning, "it suggests maternal love, especially of the Indian
mother." His poetry possesses the technical skill of a high order,
and is notable for its controlled and simple conversational style. It
strongly recalls Dryden to our minds. Like Dryden, he is conscious
of the purity of diction in his poetry.
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LIFE SKILLS DEVELOPMENT OF
ADOLESCENT GIRLS

Dr. Neha Mishra*
Introduction

Life skill-based education is a form of education that focuses
on cultivating personal life skills. It is an essence of human
development which can be achieved by spreading education.
Education is an instrument by which the development and social
change take place in the society. Education helps the individual
as well as society and provide people with an opportunity to reflect
on social, economic, cultural, moral issues facing humanity.

Education also contributes to national development through
dissemination of knowledge and skills. Education as a vibrant
means of social development and satisfy two main functions.

- Should produce qualified, trained humans strength to meet
requirements of growing economy.

- Enlightened citizens to participate in the democratic system.

Literacy and education are the important factors for the
improvement and uplifting of the marginalized groups. Government
and NGO's are achieving the goals of education. Education is
mainly differentiated into two types formal and non-formal
education.

Different institutes and NGO's  working on non-formal
education for rural development. To addresses the special needs
of adolescent girls and tries to equip them skill for improving
their lifestyles. The study focuses on drop outs school girls, working
women and rural unmarried girls. It encourage self-confidence and
self-esteem, legal literacy, awareness for health and nutrition among
the adolescent gitls.

*  Assistant Professor ,Department of Social Work, Bundelkband University.[hansi.
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Need and Importance of Life Skills Education for Adolescents

Adolescent is a transitional period of human life where
various physical and psychological changes occurs. Adoloscent is
the major part of the society and the are also the future of nation,
so the cognitive,critical thinking,decision making skill develop in
the personality. These Life Skills help the adolescent to overcomes
problems they face in their life.

Obijectives of the Study

1. To understand the programme 'Life skills education and
development for adolescent girls'.

2. To study the importance of non-formal education for the
development of adolescent gitls.

3. To study the socio-economic factors for drop outs.
Research Methodology

This research article based on secondary sources. But the
researcher also proposed this study on primary source in future for
the importance in Life Skills Education for adolescent. Focus
group discussion and Interaction session organize with the parents,
and girls. Internet websites are also use for the task. Interview
schedule and survey play a important role for preparing  this
research article.

"The real wealth of a nation is its people and the
purpose of development to create an enabling environment
for people to enjoy long, healthy and creative lives. This simple
but powerful truth is too often forgotten in the pursuit of
material and financial wealth."(Human Development
Report, 1999)

Gitls at the age of adolescence face many social and health
problem. The adolescent girls are restricted from education and
recreational activities to take care of their siblings. Many girls work
do work hard for 14 to 16 hours. This age group need to be
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focused. For the upliftment of these girls with all round
personality development and Life Skills programmes for adolescent
and adolescent friends club is helpful.

The objectives of Life Skills programme as follows:

1. To improve the social status of adolescent girl's by
developing skills related to gender, legal literacy and team
building.

2. To aware and promote for self-development and build self-
confidence through participate with the community
programs as well as arts and craft.

3. To promote and improve the adolescent health status by
increasing their practical and cognitive skill in health and
nutrition.

4. 'To delay the age of marriage of adolescent girls.

This programme is design in such a way that it should be
practical and rendering skills for the improvement of socio-
economic status. In this programme the gitls teach in such a manner
that the girls realize importance of Life Skill Education. The
incidents related or based on rural life in which the gitls are living,
Strategies for Developing Life Skills
e Role-Play
e Discussions
e Brainstromming

This proposed program or course divided in three parts.
This course classified in different stages,

1. Social issues and institutions

2. Local Community based

3. Basic Life Skills Education

4. Health and Nutrition

5. Reproductive Health/Sex Education
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Proposed Course Contents

Sr. No Modules Sub Topics
1 Social issues  and|Social structure. legal awareness, culture,
institutions gender discrimination and sensitization and

family life education.

2 Local Community | Local groups and institutions. Government
based schemes and facilities for welfare
3 Basic Life Skills Vocational guidance, critical thinking

communication skills and interpersonal
relations, coping with emotions and stress
and self awareness and empathy.

4 Health and Nutrition | Maintain healthy beahviours, attitudes and
functional knowledge to enhance or
promote health well being

5 Reproductive Health | RTI/STI and HIV and Hygiene and about
/Sex education safe sexual practices,

Decision capacity, communication skills and the skills for
healthy lifestyle and skill essential for keeping good health of
family as well as society are teaches in this course content.
Cleanliness, reproductive health education to the future mother.

In this study the researcher takes target group of unmarried
adolescent girls of 12-19 years,focus on drop outs and working
adolescent of rural areas.

Sugesstions

The local bodies will support for this Life Skill program for
the betterment of adolescent.

Adolescent friendly clubs are also open for interaction with
adolescent.

Easy accessible place where adolescent come to attend the
course.

Conclusion

Life Skills course promote potential ,self esteem,self
confidence and creativity skills among adolescent girls. Providing
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life skills education helps to build the foundation for learning
skills. Education related technology,health,nutrition,is all for the

upliftment ogf women. Because adolescent girl is the future mother
and this skill education decrease the Maternal mortality and women
participated in nation's development.
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